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Todayõs Agenda

1. Authors, Publishers, and the Market

2. Supply of Books

3. Demand of Books

4. How To Find Market Data On Amazon

5. Hot Genres and Niche Markets

6. Discussion
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Authors, Publishers, 
and the Market
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Whata writerwritesfor

Passion Money Authority
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OK, twomoreé (not my focus today)

Therapy

Nothing
else to do
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If youwritefor themoney

Writer
Author

Indie Author
Publisher
Business
Markets

Money
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Numbers And The Arts
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Market Forces In The Book Market
To big a supply of books,

not enough readers who buy them
Many readers who cannot get enough,

too few authors to serve them.
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Supply Of Books
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Your Challenge: A Crowded Place

Á5,410,564 English books in the 

Kindle Store

Á70,000 new titles added every month

Á18 % growth over the last year
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Kindle Book Supply By Genre

English
Titles
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Highest Influx Of New Titles By Genre

ÁBusiness & Money with +43% (many trad publishers put 
their huge backlists online + many junk books)

ÁLesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender eBooks (+28%)

ÁRomance (+23%)

ÁOther main categories (e.g. Sci-Fi, MTS) were more in line 
with the average +20% p.a.
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Best Case: Empty Bestseller Lists
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Demand For Books
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Ongoing Kindle eBook Growth

32

132

186

223

268

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Actual Projected

Kindle Select Global Fund
USD Million 

Growth Per Year
Since 2016

+20%

Note: Share of KU books in Kindle book 
supply has been fairly constant at around 
30-35% and represents 50% of the 
άŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭέ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǊŀƴƪǎΦ
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2,861 3,058

2,644
2,674

1,054 1,016
342

469

2017 2018

Other

Board Books

Physical Audio

Downloaded Audio

eBooks

Paperback & Mass Market

Hardback

Traditional Publishersõ View Of E-Books
U.S. Trade/Consumer Book Publisher Revenue 
USD Million 

Trad Pub eBook 
Sales 2018 vs. 2017

-3.6%

Note: 

7,495 7,836

+6.9%

-3.6%

+4.6%

+1.1%

+37.1%

Source: AAP
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Format Share in Amazon Bestseller Lists 2017é
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Percentage Share of 

Formats in Category

Top 100 on Amazon
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éand 2018: Print gets squeezed
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The money is at the top
Share of $1.0-1.5 bn Kindle Revenue >6 million Kindle books (5.4 mn English)

#1 to 50,000Sales Rank:

13%

87%

Rest of books
#50,001  

to 
#6,999,999 

13%

87%
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Indie Authors Rock!!! 

37%

24%

19%

20%
"Indie Authors"
Big Five
Amazon Imprints
Other Publishers

Percentage Share of Kindle Royalty Pie

Conservative, preliminary estimate:
Á Books with no publisher name
Á Publisher names with 2 authors maximum
Á Based on Top 24,000 displayed results; 3 months
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How To Find Market 
Data On Amazon
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Where to look for useful data?

Browse 
Categories

Search

Bestseller Lists

Book Product Pages
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Book Product Pages: Two Pieces of Performance Data

Category Best Seller Rank
Indicates ñhot booksò, thus topics, within a book category or sub -category

Amazon Best Sellers Rank
Indicates a relative level of sales (relative 

to all other books in the store)

Book Product Pages

http://k-lytics.com/bow
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Amazon Best Sellers Rank: Plain & Simple

25,694

206,012

14,194

387

222,502

20,280

108,536

31,464

95,767

100

1,000

10,000

100,000

1,000,000

Day of Observation

Some Example [Kindle Edition]

$2.99

$0.00

$2.99

48 HOURS
FREE

PROMO

Purchases or 
downloads are like 
votesthat devalue 
over time and that 
count towards a rank.
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Search / Browse vs. Bestseller Lists

Category

Sub-category

Sub-sub-category

Level-4-category

Level-5-category

ÁContains information about size of category 
or number of hits in a search
ÁLists all books ςNOT sorted by sales rank

ÁContains information about books sales ranks
ÁOnly Top 100 in category at any given time
ÁSorted by sales rank

Search / Browse Categories Bestseller Lists

http://k-lytics.com/bow
https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers-Kindle-Store-Amish-Romance/zgbs/digital-text/6487833011
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=sr_nr_n_0/142-0004049-8024062?fst=as:off&rh=n:133140011,p_20:English,n:!133141011,n:154606011,n:157028011,n:158434011,n:6190467011,n:6190472011,n:6487833011&bbn=6190472011&sort=relevanceexprank&unfiltered=1&lo=digital-text
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Putting it all together

From data for
ƻƴŜ ōƻƻƪΧ

Χǘƻ Řŀǘŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
group of books

By Category

For Search Result

For Any Custom 
Grouping

ΧŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
you performance:

http://k-lytics.com/bow
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Letôs look at some real data now

VDownload
VSort
VSearch
VFilter

V Average Sales
V Sales growth
V #1 Sales
V Prices
V Price Trend
V Competition
V Category growth
V KU Share
V!ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ

VMore than
7,000 
categories

K-lytics ELITE Genre Database
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Hot Genres And 
Niche Market News
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Current highest-sellingKindle categories

Source: k-lytics.com/free-report

http://k-lytics.com/bow

